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A Case of Syphilitic Optic Papillitis Disclosed by Regular Ophthalmic Examination without
Any Ocular Complaints
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Purpose : To report a case in which a routine ophthalmic examination led to the diagnosis of syphilitic optic
papillitis. Case : A 46-year-old male was referred to our hospital after bilateral optic disc swelling was observed
during a periodic ophthalmic examination for diabetes. In both eyes, the corrected visual acuity was 1.2 and sever-
al cells in the anterior chamber and optic disc swelling were observed. A visual field test revealed relative scoto-
mas bilaterally. A CT scan of his head showed normal findings, yet a blood test revealed positive syphilitic serum
reaction. Thus, syphilitic optic papillitis was suspected and he was treated with a systemic administration of amoxi-
cillin, and the iritis, optic disc swelling, and visual field disturbance gradually improved. During the treatment
course, no dermatological or other neurological symptoms related to syphilitic infection were observed. Conclu-
sion : When a patient with optic disc swelling and no apparent ophthalmic complaints is encountered, syphilis
infection should be considered as a differential diagnosis.

(Atarashii Ganka (Journal of the Eye) 37(5) : 615~618, 2020)
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